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PASS TO OED/MEPD AND OIM 

E.O. 11652:N/A 
TAGS: BENC, VE 

SUBJECT: MAJOR PROJECT: RAILROAD 
REF: (A) CARACAS 4511 (B) CARACAS 3815 

(1) THE CANADIAN CHARGE VERIFIED TODAY THAT AS FAR AS HE 
KNOWS, THERE HAVE BEEN ABSOLUTELY NO DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN THE 
CANADIAN GOVERNMENT OR THE CANAVEN CONSORTIUM AND THE SPANISH 
GOVERNMENT REGARDING JOINT PARTICIPATION IN RAILROAD PROJECT. 

HE STATED THAT PRIME MINISTER TRUDEAU HAD DIRECTED A PERSONAL 
LETTER TO PRESIDENT PEREZ REQUESTING A CLARIFICATION OF THE 
REASONS WHY THE GOV HAD DECLARED THE PUBLIC LICITATION NULL 
AND VOID AND SEEKING GUIDELINES AS TO THE DIVISION OF RE- 
SPONSIBILITIES WITHIN THE PROPOSED SPANISH-CANADIAN 
CONSORTIA. THIS LETTER WAS DELIVERED IN LATE APRIL BUT 
BECAUSE OF THE PRESIDENT’S MIDDLE EAST TRIP HE HAS NOT YET 
FOCUSED ON THE MATTER APPARENTLY. THE DEADLINE FOR THE JOINT 
PROPOSAL IS TOMORROW AND THE CANADIAN EMBASSY NOW IS RE- 
QUESTING AN EXTENSION UNTIL MID-JUNE. THIS WOULD ALLOW AN 
EARLY JUNE VISIT BY A QUOTE PERSONAL EMISSARY END QUOTE OF 
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PRIME MINISTER TRUDEAU. 

VAKY 
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